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SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH TARTANS WORLD REGISTER 
 
The following principles should be followed in the creation of a Tartan Register Bill. 

1. The bill should not seek to control tartan but to record it providing a reference point to the 
general public. 
2.The commercial neutrality of the Register must be ensured. 
3. The fact that the Register exists should not fix the culture of tartan so that it cannot develop or 
limit the commercial opportunities it offers the Industry. 
4. Tartan is the culture of the people not that of the Tartan trade. 

Below are comments made shown against various paragraphs of the ‘Scottish Register of Tartans 
Bill (as introduced)’ 

 
Section 1        The Register 
Para (2) (a) and (b) 
There is no mention of “Authority” here, quite correctly. The only authority The Register should have 
is its existence. 
 
Section 2        Meaning of Tartan 
A tartan is a woven pattern. This Register should be a Register of woven tartans. 
They have been historically and culturally woven and were considered a cloth or plaid.  
Their images were not possible to produce accurately until the advent of cameras and computers. 
Those in painted portraits are only approximations. 
Computers can produce faithfully the two dimensional patterns. They can also be used to create new 
designs. These may be an aid to future customers or weavers but are not tartans until they are 
woven 
Computer tartan images can be produced easily in large numbers, even by mathematical formulae, 
so would lead to trivialisation. This is not with in the interest of the tartan industry. 
The investment and commitment needed to get tartans images woven provides an added guard 
against trivialisation. 
Should it be considered that unwoven designs need recording on the register then a separate section 
and system of recording them until they are woven should be adopted. They should not be seen as 
tartans until woven. 
 
Section 6       The Application 
This section as it stands seems to want to limit by filtering the creation/development of tartan and its 
culture. It places hindrances on those who create produce and promote tartans. It will interfere when 
there is a likelihood of commercial success or where Scottish relations and liaison are developing. 
Para (3) 
There are plenty of successful tartans where the proposer had no authority to create them. (Scottish 
National, California, New South Wales, Australian National, Irish district, etc…) They were put in the 
public domain becoming accepted by use and usage. Some were then formally acknowledged. 
Para (7) (b) 
If a tartan must be woven then a computer image must be accompanied with the proof it has been 
woven. 
Para (7) (d) 
A business that proposes a tartan may well have no association with its name but sees it a good 
commercial proposition. 
Para (8) 
The application of one name for one tartan design is likely to be difficult to enforce particularly 
worldwide. 
The name of a tartan is its most important single selling point.  
There is no reason for a body not to have different tartans with the same name. It has happened with 
Football Clubs (Aberdeen, Celtic, Rangers) and also with families. The competition between the Bell 
family organisations led to multiple Bell tartans for example. 
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To demand just one name per tartan means that the first to record a tartan on the register has the 
advantage of the name. This would be giving the Register what Intellectual Property law does not. 
(You cannot copyright a name). As such it could give a marketing advantage over a competitor 
although the tartan may not satisfy the users or the cultural demands of that tartan. 
If this is followed then the Keeper should be given wide discretion over what tartans are called as well 
as the system adopted in their naming. I don’t recommend this 
Para (9) 
If a tartan must be woven then a computer image must be accompanied with the proof it has been 
woven. 
Section 7 
Para (2) (iv) 
See my comments Section 6 para. (3) 
 
Other Comment about the Bill 
No arrangement has been made for the Keeper to take a Registration / Recording of a tartan that 
come to his attention but not formally put forward to him. 
 
Conclusion 
As this bill stands there is a danger that it will encourage an environment where tartans will exist 
outside being registered. This happens because the application criteria of what can be on the 
Register are too restrictive.  
If a tartan looks like being profitable then it will be produced regardless. Commercial conflict will be 
likely with some other business formally registering a different tartan but with that name, trying to 
cash in on the profitability in the use of the Register. 
 
 
 
Keith Lumsden, 
Registrar  
Scottish Tartans World Register 
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